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			Critical Deadlines Approaching for
Both FY2015 and FY2016

	Spring is a critical time for health care providers participating in the Rural Health Care (RHC) Program, because important deadlines are coming up for both Funding Year (FY) 2015 and Funding Year (FY) FY2016.



	FY2015 Funding Requests Due June 30, 2016

	Health care providers are required to submit their funding requests for FY2015 (July 2015 - June 2016) by Thursday, June 30, 2016. 
 
If you participate in the Healthcare Connect Fund Program, use FCC Form 462.
If you participate in the Telecom Program, use FCC Form 466. 
 
USAC recommends submitting these forms as soon as possible so there's enough time to seek help if you need it, respond to USAC's questions about your application, and correct any mistakes before June 30. And, the earlier you submit the form, the faster USAC can process your request and issue the funding.



	Start FY2016 Applications As Soon as Possible

	There's no time like the present to start your RHC Program application for FY2016 (July 2016 -June 2017). The earlier you apply, the more likely it is that your form will be processed and posted by June 2, the last posting day to receive a full 12 months of funding. 
 
To apply for the Healthcare Connect Fund Program, start with FCC Form 461. 
To apply for the Telecom Program, start with FCC Form 465. 
 
Processing times vary, but in general, it takes USAC 5 to 15 days to receive, process and post a form by June 2 (complex applications can take longer). Because of this, we encourage health care providers to file these forms as soon as possible. 
 
Health care providers can start their application at any time; if the form is posted after June 2, support will be pro-rated. Health care providers with competitive bidding exemptions do not need to file these forms. 
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			Need Help? Contact Us!

	For immediate assistance, contact the RHC Program Help Desk via email or call us at (800) 453-1546[image: skypec2c://r/204](800) 453-1546 FREE. 
 
For more information about the RHC Program:
· New to the program? Start with the webinar, RHC 101: Intro to the RHC Program 
· Learn about the application process with the HCF Guide to Forms, Telecom Guide to Forms, and Filing Calendar 
· Sign up for our email list to receive the RHC Circuit quarterly newsletter and updates about the RHC Program
· Email us with suggestions and feedback about My Portal
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